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- RELATED NFB VIDEOS

Letters, Words and Stories: Films for
Early Readers: These four animated
shorts include Alphabet, Words, Has
Anybody Seen My Umbrella? and

My Financial Career: An animated
short based on humerist Stephen
Leacock’s classic tale of a distraught

CHRISTOPHER CHANGES HIS NAME

Study guide

A. Names i :
Review the North American tradition of
names: first name, also known as a
given name or Christian name; and a
second name, also called a last name,
family name or surname. Ask your
students about:

« middle names -

« shortened versions of their first name

« hicknames

+ Who named you and why did they
choose that name?

+ Do you know the meaning of your
name?

« Are any of your names religious?

+ Did you receive all your names at
birth?

« Does anyone have a name that their
parents made up?

« Why do you think some names are
considered for girls only? For boys
only?

B. Brainstorming Exercise:

Who are you?
Prepare large sheets of paper with a big
circle in the middle and eight pie-
shaped pieces emanating from the
circle to the edge of the paper. Ask the

students to draw a picture of them-
selves in the circle in the middle, and
then brainstorm eight categories that
help define who they are, eg, family,
hobbies, talents, favourite things,

heroes, friends, home, etc. Everybody

labels each pie section with a topic from

the brainstorming and then draws an

appropriate item in the pie section.
Together, all of the items help express
individual identity, Each person can
then write a reflective piece on the back
of the sheet or in a journal.

C. Homonyms

Review the meaning of “homonym":
words that sound alike but are spelled
differently and mean different things.
How many more can the class add to
this list? -

a.cheque...check
b.whole...hole

c. know...no
d.one...won
e.tails...tales

f. to...two
g.four..for

TTIONF man trying to open his f'rst bank
Sequence and Story, all highlighting a account. .
different facet of reading.

For more teaching ideas, recommended reading
and related NFB videos, visit:
www.nfb.caftalespinners
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Cilia Sawadogo was born in 1965 in Leipzig.,. Cer-
many (her mother's homeland), and eventually

| moved to Burkina Faso to experience her father's

culture. She immigrated to Montreal to study at
Concordia University, then began her career as an
animator. She has directed and produced several
short films, including Naissance (1993), La Fermme
mariée @ trois hommes (1993) and L'Arrét d'autobus
(1994). In 1995, Cilia was assistant to the director of
Jonas and Lisa, from the award-winning NFB
collection Rights from Heart — Part 2. In 1996 she
directed The Cora Player from Rights from the Heart
— Part 3. Cilia has produced five animated clips for
“Sesame Street,” plus publicity clips and illus-

. trations for various corporate clients.

Director and animator;
CILIA SAWADOGO

Assistant animator;
VINCENT GAUTHIER

Based on the book
Christopher Changes His Name
by Itah Sadu

Published by Scholastic Canada Ltd., Ontario, 1996.



