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es 8-13 e Content and context information

e Compare/contrast exercises
e Research questions

religion and prayer in life)

s 17+ e Political ramifications
e Economic implications
e Sociological questions
® Demographic studies

e Media representations
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THE OLD CITY

The Old City is the heart of Jerusalem. Its stone walls.,
almosl 12 meters high and 4 Kilometers long, were built
in the 1500s by the Ottoman emperor, Suleiman the
Magnificent. Within the walls are four quarters —
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim.

Life along the narrow cobblestone lanes has remained
much the same for hundreds of years. The busiest streets
are the souks (markets). which have small, windowless
shops that sell poltery, jewelry, and souvenirs to tourists.
Most of the streets are Loo narrow for cars, and donkeys are
used to carry heavy loads. Within the walls of the Old City
are Jerusalem’s holiest places. They are the Wailing Wall
(Jewish). the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (Christian), and
the Dome ol the Rock (Muslim).

The Wailing Wall, or Western Wall, is all thats left of
the Holy Temple built by King Solomon of hiblical times. Il
takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in
mourning for ils destruction at the hands of the
Babylonians around 600 BC.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is said to stand on
Calvary Hill, the spol where Jesus was crucified. It also
houses a piece of the stone that was in front of the entrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed to be the route
over which Jesus carried his cross. On Good Friday huge
crowds trace the route to the church, chanting prayers and
reading from the Gospel.

The Dome of the Rock, with its golden-domed building,
is called the most beauliful structure in Jerusalem. Buill in
the 7th century, il houses the rock from which it is said
Mohammed ascended o Heaven with the angel Gabriel,
returning to spread Islam, the new religion. Believed to be
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple ol King Solomon, the
rock is also said to be the one on which Abraham prepared
to sacrifice his son Isaac.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

Situated al Lthe eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
wlestine is one of the worlds maost historie placas. Twe
religions — Judaism and Christianity — originated in
Palestine. It is the Holy Land, the site of many events
described in the Bible. Muslims, the followers of Islam, also
consider Palesline a sacred place.

The land of Palestine has always been a land of farm-
ers. Broad valleys planted with wheat, terraced hillsides
lined with olive trees, wide coaslal plains dolted with
orange trees, and fields of melons, tomatoes and herbs pro-
vide a way of life that has changed litlle since the Old
Testament.

By the time it fell into Turkish hands in 1516, Palestine
was a thriving market and rich source of tax revenue. With
the defeat of Turkey during World War 1. control of
Palestine was passed to British hands under a mandate by
the League of Nations (a precursor to the United Nations).

In BEurope, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, particularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens and
were subject Lo persecution and pogroms (massacres). In
Russia, where most ol the pogroms took place, a group was
formed that would dramatically shape the future of a dis-
tant land. That group was called The Lovers of Zion.

Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for the central
hill of Jerusalem, was a spiritual and humanitarian move-
menl concerned with providing a sale refuge for the Jewish
communities of Europe. Although other countries such as
Uganda. Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as possible
“homes,” it was generally recognized that the one true
home was that of their ancestral forebears, Palesline.

As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palesline
began a significant and steady rise until, by the end of
WWIIL, one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith.
But while the dream ol a Jewish slale was inspiring one
group, it was threatening another.

The fall of the Ottoman Empire signaled a new era for
many Arabs of the region. Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner.
This was particularly strong in Palestine, where the
Palestinians believed the British would soon relinquish
control of the land to them. But as they began lo lose bolh
demographic and political clout, it became clear thal nei-
ther the British nor the inlernational community were will-
ing to accede Lo Arab appeals.



One of the reasons for this was World War [1. As details
of Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed effort was
made to provide a homeland for the Jewish refugees who
survived German attempts to annihilate them. While the
British authorities in Palestine had initially tried Lo limil
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
European Jewry sel sail for its shores, determined to be
victimized “never again.”

The new Jewish population in Palestine formed its own
militia to fight the British. The Arabs, whose nationalist
dreams were in direct odds with Jewish Zionist hopes, con-
ducted raids on the Jewish settlements, and Jewish troops.
in turn, atlacked the Arabs. In desperation, the British,
finding it impossible to please both groups, turned to the
newly formed United Nations to setlle the matter.

In 1947 the United Nations recommended Lhat
Palestine be partitioned into an Arab and a Jewish state,
with a special international status for Jerusalem. Intense
fighting broke out between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants
of Palestine, and with the creation of the State of Israel in
May 1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new
state. In the lierce battles, many Arabs evacuated their vil-
lages and towns oul of fear and by force. In the fighting, the
new “Israelis” were victorious and the borders of the new
state grew bevond the United Nations Partition Plan.
Jerusalem was divided between Israeli West Jerusalem and
Jordanian-controlled East Jerusalem.

For Jews, the outcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
prophecy [ulfilled and a new, modern nation was crealed.
For Arabs, this was the great disaster. Dreams were
destroyed and the hope ol a modern Palestinian nation was
shattered.

In the newly declared Israel a government was imme-
diately formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime
Minister, and a Knessel, or parliament, was established.
The citizens of Israel, many of them born and raised in
lurope, were determined that this new country would be
democratic, free and produclive.

But over 750,000 Arabs had become relugees as a
result of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
their homes and land. Gaza and the Wesl Bank, once Lhe
sites of a future Palestinian state, were now under
Jordanian and Egyptian administration respectively.

The new Israeli state flourished as Jewish immigration
rose; foreign governments, especially the United States,
came to ils aid, and agriculture and other industries pros-
pered. Bul the country was not accepted by her Arab neigh-



bors. who saw it as a symbol of their defeal against outside
powers. Israel, on the other hand. felt vulnerable to Arab
threats of war and guerrilla attacks. Tension rose to war,
first in 1956 and again in 1967, when Israeli planes, in a
pre-emplive strike, attacked 25 airfields in Egvpt, Jordan,
Syria and Iraq, sparking a week of fighting in what was to
become known as the Six-Day War. By the time a cease-fire
took effect, Israel controlled the Egyptian Sinai, the Gaza
Strip, the Jordanian West Bank (including Easl Jerusalem)
and the Syrian Golan Heights.

The Camp David Peace Accord in 1979 between Israel
and Egypt resulted in the return of the Sinai to Egyptian
hands. The Wesl Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These territories were viewed by many Israelis as
historically part of Israel, but the occupation was con-
demned by the United Nations in a series of resolutions that
urged their return.

The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counter-
parts who decried the contradiction of democracy and
occupation proved considerable.

Languishing under severe restrictions, maltreatment
and poverly, the protracted Palestinian protest which was
Lo become known as the Intifada began in December, 1987.
Children and vouth, a generation born under occupation,
took to the streets throwing stones at the Israeli army. A
more organized protest soon evolved which included strikes
and tax revolts. The Intifada shocked both Israel and the
world, bringing home the urgent need to solve the
“Palestinian problem.”

In 1991, Mid-East peace talks began between the gov-
ernment of Israel and a Palestinian negotiating team from
the West Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993
between then Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Palestine Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafal,
Among other things, this pact singled out the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank city of Jericho as siles to be returned to
Palestinian authority.

Still new and learning to walk, the fledgling state of
peace between the Palestinians and Israelis encourages
the possibility that two peoples may vet achieve peaceful
co-existence.



WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS?

Whether described as Canaanites, Phoenicians,
Philistines, or Paleslinians, the Arab inhabitants of
Palestine have lraditionally been [armers, shepherds and
fishermen. At the turn of the century there were slightly
more than a million inhabitants living in the area known as
Palestine. five percent of whom were Jewish. The
Palestinians were educated and industrious, harvesting cit-
rus fruit and olives for export and manufacturing the
region’s supply of soap and wool.

When control over Palestine passed from Turkish to
British hands at the end of WWI, many Palestinians expected
that they would finally be able to control their own destiny.
But while Palestinian nationalism began to grow, the
British and French were dividing the region between them.
In 1917 the Balfour Declaration confirmed that the Brilish
“viewed with favor the establishment of a national home for
the Jewish people” and designated the Palestinian popula-
tion as simply “non-Jewish communities™ in what was to
become Israel.

Palestinians now number close to 5 million persons,
only 40 percent of whom still reside inside the boundaries
of historical Palesline. The rest were carried away in suc-
cessive waves of emigration, beginning in 1948, when the
State of Israel was declared, peaking in 1967 after the Six-
Day War, and continuing Lo this day. Almost a million
Palestinians are registered refugees living in 61 gamps dis-
persed throughout the Occupied Territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Whether “at home” or “abroad,” the
Palestinians are a displaced people seeking the reinstate-
ment of their homeland.

In 1964, Palestinians convened in Jerusalem and
established the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a
democratic and multi-party parliament with 428 elected
members. In 1974, the PLO was invited by the United
Nations to participale as an observer. At present, the PLO
maintains diplomalic missions in all UN agencies and in 90
countries, including Canada.



WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS?

The Israelis are those persons who live or have lived in
the State of Israel since ils creation in 1948. While the
overwhelming number of Israelis are of the Jewish faith.
there are also Muslim, Christian and Druze Arabs who live
within its borders.

The Jewish people living in Palestine at the turn of the
century were mostly indigenous to that area: thal is, the y
spoke Arabic, lived freely amongst their Arab neighbors
and, like the Christian Arabs, were a respected and Loler-
ated minority. Bul as news of the persecution and slaugh-
ler of the European Jewish population during the Second
World War was made known, immigration soared until, by
1946, persons of Jewish faith numbered one-third of the
populalion. Finally, after intense negotiations and conflict
with the British administrators of Palestine and the Arab
inhabitants, the Uniled Nations proposed that Palestine
be partitioned into two states. This plan was adopted
on November 29, 1947. Today, Israel consists of this land.
plus more gained during the War of Independence (1948)
and the Six-Day War (1967), including the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish state in May, 1948,
Isracl has become a leading nation with a productive
economy and a Weslern-style democralic government,
More closely identified with a Furopean and North
American lifestyle than with its Arab neighbors, the coun-
try straddles the East and the Wesl, sometimes comfort-
ably, often painfully.



ISRAELI ARABS

In 1947, the Arab population living in the area now
known as Israel was estimated at 750,000, while the
Jewish population hovered al roughly 650,000. One year
later, after Israel was officially declared the new Jewish
state, the Arab population (those who decided to become
Israeli citizens rather than becoming refugees in neighboring
Arab countries) dropped to 160,000 and the Jewish popu-
lation soared to over one million. Now, Israeli Arabs
(including East Jerusalem Arabs) are the largest minority
in Israel and constitute approximately one-fifth of the pop-
ulation, which numbers somewhere between 5-6 million
people.

Until 1966, as a precaulion against potential subver-
sion due Lo the state of war between Israel and ils Arab
neighbors, Israeli Arabs lived under military rule and were
required to carry permit papers when travelling. In addi-
tion, the majority of the land that Israeli Arabs claimed tra-
ditionally belonged to their families was confiscated by the
new government and organized into Jewish kibbutzim.

Most Israeli Arabs are Lorn between being citizens in a
slale where the national flag features a Star of David and
the anthem speaks of the Jewish soul, and their support for
the Palestinian Arabs™ struggle to be recognized in their
own homeland. While given citizenship, Israeli passports,
the right to vote, and basic civil rights such as freedom of
speech and worship, Israeli Arabs (unlike Israeli Jews) are
not required to enter military service. However, those who
choose not Lo serve in the army are ineligible for many
employment opportunities and financial incenlive programs
which are normally offered to Israelis who have completed
military service.

The vast majority of Israeli Arabs speak Hebrew,
read Israeli newspapers and vote in Knesset (Parliament)
elections. Several Israeli Arabs sit in the 120-member
Knesset, but there are, to date, no Israeli Arabs among the
cabinet ministers. In this sense, Israeli Arabs may feel a
socioeconomic and political gap between themselves and
the Jewish population, but most still consider themselves
economically better off than Arabs in Egypt, Lebanon,
Jordan and Syria.



ARABIC LANGUAGE

Arabic is the wrilten and spoken language of more than
150 million inhabitants of the Arab world, and is also used
by one-seventh of the worlds population. Arabic belongs to
the Semitic family of languages, ol which Hebrew is also a
member. Arabic script reads from right to left and its
alphabel contains twenty-eight characters. While it is uni-
versally writlen and read, spoken Arabic can differ widely
from region Lo region.

Modern Furopean languages, such as Spanish,
Portuguese, French, Italian and English owe a great many
of their sources to Arabic. In English alone, we can list the
following as some of the many words wilh rools in Arabic:
admiral. algebra, alchemy, alcohol, cane, collee, genius,
ghoul, giraffe, guitar, hazard, mare, orange, racket, safari,
sherbet, sheriff, soda, sugar, tambourine, tariff.



