JERUSALEM
M
NEVEEN

Eleven-year-oil Neveen studies hard and dreams of
being a doctor. Sh: knows it will take a lot of perseverance
and dedication to ittain this goal. Neveen. her six brothers
and sisters and he’ parents crowd into a small house in the
Shu’afat Refugee (amp. When she travels with her father to
visit an uncle, they pass Jewish settlements along the road
that have their owma telephone lines, newly paved roads and
modern schools. Meveen and her father can only dream of
- such luxury.

At school and it home, Neveen looks forward to the day
when peace will bing her and her family the promise of a
betler future.

Children of Jersalem is a series of half-hour documentaries
that focus on the lves of Palestinian and Israeli children. On
different sides of th¢ Middle East conflict, these children live in
the shadows of boti peace and protest in the much-contested,
historical and holy city of Jerusalem. Living within a few kilo-
meters of each other, they can barely imagine how the others
- must live and can oily hope thal they will one day learn.
Narrating the flms themselves, the children provide an

engaging and deliiled portrait of their daily lives, hopes

and fears.

AN EXTENSVE RESEARCH AND STUDY GUIDE
CAN BE FOUN) BY PULLING OUT AND UNFOLDING
THIS VIDEO JACKET,

This video is also available in Arabic.

liréctor: Beverly Shaffer
Produces: Beverly Shaffer, Colin Neale

29 minutes 08 seconds

Orde number: 9192 121 (Neveen)
Su'leetmlrr number: 193C 9194 082

IN GM"\D’\( ALL: 1-800-267-7710
IN TH! U.S. CALL: 1-800-542-2164

CISED CAPTIONED. A PECODER IS REQUIRED.

This video is cleared for classoom use and public performance providing no entry fee is charged.
Unauthorized duplication,-ablecast or broadcast is a violation of Canadian copyright laws.

©1995 National Film Board of Cnada P.O. Box 6100, Station Centre-Ville Montreal, Quebec H3C 3H5
Printed in Canada
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THE SERIES CAN ALSO BE USED TO EXPLORE MORE
COMPLEX ISSUES, E.G.:

E . What forces are at work shaping these children? What will

have to be done/undone, taught/untaught in order to encourage
and facilitate trust and cooperation between these children as
they grow up and mature? Can this generation work and live
together any differently than the previous generation?

e What are the demographics of Israel as represented by
these children? What effect might this diversity have on the
political processes of the country and the city of Jerusalem?

Ages 8-13 ¢ Content and context information
* Compare/contrast exercises
¢ Research questions

Ages 14-16  « Historical contexs and
consequences

¢ Religious aspects (spirituality, role
of religion and prayer in life)

Ages 17+ * Political ramifications
* Economic implications
¢ Sociological questions
* Demographic studies
* Media representations

Encourage your students to become pen pals.
For information. contact:

Pen Pals in Israel
International Culture Center,
P.O. Box 8009, Jerusalem, Israel 91080.



JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is a city of three Sabbaths — Friday
(Muslim), Saturday (Jewish) and Sunday (Christian). It
has been called the Holy City, the Golden City, the City
of Light and the City of Peace. It has been regarded
as the most splendid city on earth and has lived
through some of humankind’s most brutal episodes.

The history of Jerusalem dates back thousands
of years. Around 1000 BC it was captured by the
biblical King David from the Jebusites and made the
capital of his kingdom. King Solomon built the first
temple there. Jerusalem continued in splendor for
approximately 150 years until internal strife split it
in two. After 600 BC it was ruled by a succession of
groups: first the Babylonians, then the Persians,
the Macedonians, Egyptians and Assyrians, By
63 BC it, like many other towns and regions, had
fallen to the Romans, who held it until the early
300’s AD, when Lthe Byzantine Empire began its
reign. By the 7th century AD the new Muslims
recovered it from the Byzantines. For a period of
less than a century, the European Christians over-
ran it during the Crusades, but Muslim rule
resumed under Salah el-Din. When the Turkish-
based Ottoman Empire began its rise early in the
16th century, Jérusalem soon fell under its control.
" This lasted until after WWI, when the British assumed
administrative control of Palestine, and the modern
conflict between Palestinian Arabs and Jewa began
to fill the air. -

In 1948 the State of Israel was declared and
Wesl Jerusalem became its capital. After the Six-
Day War had ended in 1967, the mnstly Arab East
Jerusalem and the Old City fell under Israeli control.
In 1980 the Israeli government passed alaw that
officially stated that the entire oity was to be the
capital of Israel. This decision is strongly opposed
by the Arabs of Jerusalem to this day.




CHILDREN OF JERUSALEM CAN BE USED IN
THE CLASSROOM AT A VERY BASIC LEVEL:

*  (Compare and contrast your hopes and dreams
with these of the children in the film;

* Compare and contrast vour typical day (home,
family, school, extracurricular activities. religion,
responsibilities, values) with those of the children in
the film:

o . If you had to move to another country, what
would you take and what would you leave behind?
Why? How would you choose what country to go to?
How would you feel aboul leaving behind friends and
family members? Would the moving experience be
the same for everyone in the family? Why?

*  Where did your parents or ancestors come from?
Were they refugees or immigrants? What kind of life
did they leave behind?

* Role-play what would happen if the children met
each other and had a discussion; Tamar and Neveen
discuss the Israeli army, Yehuda and Yacoub discuss
the role of prayer in their lives, Asya, Tamar and Neveen
discuss their-love of learning, Asya and the other children
discuss the moral dilemma presented in her class
(which is more important, truth or friendship?).
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THE OLD CITY : :
The 01d City is the heart of Jerusalem. Its slone walls
almost 12 meters high and 4 kilometers long, were built in
the 15008 by Lhe Ottoman emperor, Suleiman the
Magnificent. Within the walls are four quarters —
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim. 2

Life along the narrow cobblestone lanes has remained
much the same for hundreds of years. The busiest streets
are the souks (markets), which have small, windowless
shops that sell pottery, jewelry, and souvenirs to tourists.
Mosl of the streels are loo narrow for cars, and donkeys are
used to carry heavy loads. Within the walls of the Old City
are Jerusalem's holiest places. They are the Wailing Wall
(Jewish), the Church of the Holy Sepulchre {(“hrlstldn} dnd 3
the Dome of the Rock (Muslim). :

The Wailing Wall, or Western Wall, is all thatb 16fl of 55
the Holy Temple built by King Solomon of biblical times, 1t
takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in
mourning for its destruction at the hdfl(lb of the
Babylonians around 600 BC.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is said lo *-Land on
Calvary Hill, the spot where Jesus was crucified. 1t also
houses a piece of the stone that was in front of the entrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed Lo be the route
over which Jesus carried his cross. On Good Friday huge
crowds trace the route to the church, chanting prayers and
reading from the Gospel. :

The Dome of the Rock, with its golden domed building,
is called the mosl beautiful structure in Jerusalem. Built in
the 7th century, it houses the rock from which it is said
Mohammed ascended to Heaven with the angel Gabriel,
returning to spread Islam, the new religion. Believed to be
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple of King Solomon, the
rock is also said to be the one on whlch %brdham prepared
to sacrifice his son Isaac.



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

Situated at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
Palestine is one of the world’s most historic places. Two
religions — Judaism and Christianity — originated in
Palestine. It is the Holy Land, the site of many events
described in the Bible. Muslims, the followers of Islam, also
consider Palestine a sacred place.

The land of Palestine has always been a land of farmers.
Broad valleys planted with wheat, terraced hillsides lined
with olive trees, wide coastal plains dolted with orange trees,
and fields of melons, tomatoes and herbs provide a way of
life that has changed little since the Old Testament.

By the time it fell into Turkish hands in 1516, Palestine
was a thriving market and rich source of tax revenue. With
the defeal of Turkey during World War 1. control of Palestine
was passed Lo Brilish hands under a mandate by the League
of Nations (a precursor Lo the United Nations).

In Europe, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, particularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens and subjecl
to persecution and pogroms (massacres). In Russia, where
most of the pogroms took place; a group was formed that would
dramatically shape the future of a distant land. That group was

alled The Lovers of Zion. B

Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for the central hill
of Jerusalem, was a spiritual and humanitarian movement
concerned with providing a safe refuge for the Jewish
communities of Europe. Although other countries such as
Uganda, Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as possible
“homes.” it was generally recognized that the one true home
was that of their ancestral forebears, Palesline.

As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palestine
began a significant and steady rise until, by the end of WWII,
one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith. But
while the dream of a Jewish stale was inspiring one group,
il was threatening another. :

The fall of the Ottoman Empire signaled a new era for
many Arabs of the region. Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner.
This was particularly strong in Palestine. where the
Palestinians believed the British would soon relinquish control
of the land to them. Bul as they began to lose both
demographic and political clout, it became clear that



neither the British nor the international community were
willing to accede to Arab appeals.

One of the reasons for this was World War I1. As details
of Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed effort was
made Lo provide a homeland for the Jewish refugees who

_survived German attempts to annihilate them. While the
British authorities in Palestine had initially tried to limit
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
European Jewry set sail for its shores, determined to be
victimized “never again.”

The new Jewish population in Palestine formed its own
militia to fight the British. The Arabs, whose nationalist
dreams were in direct odds with Jewish Zionist hopes,
conducted raids on the Jewish settlements, and Jewish
troops, in turn, attacked the Arabs. In desperation, the
British, finding it impossible 10 please both groups, turned
to the newly formed United Nations to settle the matter.

In 1947 the United Nations recommended that Palestine
be partitioned into an Arab and a Jewish state, with a
special international status for Jerusalem. Intense fighting
broke out between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants of
Palestine, and with the creation of the State of Israel in May
1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new state. In
the fierce battles. many Arabs evacuated their villages and
towns out of fear and by force. In the fighting, the new
“Israelis™ were viclorious and the borders of Lhe new state
grew beyond the Uniled Nations Partition Plan. Jerusalem
was divided between Israeli West Jerusalem and Jordanian-
conlrolled Easl Jerusalem.

For Jews, the outcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
prophecy fulfilled and a new, modern nation was created. For
Arabs, this was the great disaster. Dreams were destroyed
and the hope of a modern Palestinian nation was shattered.

In the newly declared Israel a government was immediately
formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime Minister, and a
Knesset, or parliament, was established. The citizens of Israel,
many of them born and raised in Europe, were determined that
this new country would be democratic, free, and productive.

Bul over 750,000 Arabs had become refugees as a
result of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
their homes and land. Gaza and the Wesl Bank, once the
sites of a future Palestinian state, were now under
Jordanian and Egyptian administration respectively.



The new Israeli state flourished as Jewish immigration

rose: foreign governments, especially the Uniled States, came
to its aid, and agriculture and other industries prospered. But
the country was not accepted by her Arab neighbors, who saw
- it as a symbol of their defeat against outside powers. Israel,
~on the other hand, felt vulnerable to Arab threats of war and
; _gu_(*_;n'itl:a'-a_tlaeks. Tension rose to war, first in 1956 and again
in 1"967-._'_when Israeli planes, in a pre-emptive strike, attacked
- 25 airfields in Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq, sparking a week
~ of fighting in what was to become known as the Six-Day War.
By the time a cease-fire took effect, Israel controlled the
Egyptian Sinai, the Gaza Strip, the Jordanian Wesl Bank
(including East Jerusalem) and the Syrian Golan Heights.

-The Camp David Peace Accord in 1979 between Israel
and Egypt resulted in the return of the Sinai to Egyptian
hands. The Wesl Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These territories were viewed by many Israelis
as historically part of Israel, but the occupation was
condemned by the United Nations in a series of resolutions
that urged their return.

The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counterparls
who decried the contradiction of democracy and occupation
proved considerable.

Languishing under severe restriclions, maltreatment
and poverty, the protracted Palestinian protest which was Lo
become known as the Intifada began in December, 1987.
Children and youth, a generation born under occupation,
Look Lo the streels throwing stones at the Israeli army. A
more organized prolest soon evolved which included strikes
and tax revolts. The Intifada shocked both Israel and the
world, bringing home the urgent need to solve the
“Palestinian problem.”

In 1991, Mid-East peace talks began between the
government of Israel and a Palestinian negoliating team from
the West Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993
between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat. Among
other things. this pact singled out the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank city of Jericho as sites to be returned to
Palestinian authority.

Still new and learning to walk, the fledgling state of
peace between the Palestinians and Israelis encourages
the possibility that two peoples may vet achieve peaceful
co-existence.



WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS?

Whether described as Canaaniles, Phoenicians,
Philistines, or Palestinians, the Arab inhabitants of
Palestine have traditionally been farmers, shepherds and
fishermen. At the turn of the century there were slightly
more than a million inhabitants living in the arca known as
Palestine. five percenl of whom were Jewish, The
Palestinians were educaled and industrious, harvesting
citrus fruil and olives for export and manufacturing the
region’s supply of soap and wool,

When control over Palestine passed from Turkish to
British hands at the end of WWI, many Palestinians expected
that they would finally be able o conlrol their own destiny.
Bul while Palestinian nationalism began to grow, the British
and French were dividing the region between them. In 1917
the Balfour Declaration confirmed that the British “viewed with
favor the establishment of a national home for the Jewish
people” and designated the Palestinian population as simply
“non-Jewish communities” in what was to become Israel.

Palestinians now number close Lo 5 million persons,
only 40 percent of whom still reside inside the boundaries of
historical Palestine. The rest were carried away in succes-
sive waves of emigration, beginning in 1948, when the State
of Israel was declared, peaking in 1967 after the Six-Day
War, and continuing to this day. Almost a million
Palestinians are registered refugees living in 61 camps
dispersed throughout the Occupied Territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Whether “at home” or “abroad.” the
Palestinians are a displaced people seeking the reinstatement
of their homeland.

In 1964, Palestinians convened in Jerusalem and established
the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a democralic and multi-
party parliament with 428 elected members, In 1974, the
PLO was invited by the United Nations to participate as an
observer. AL present, the PLO maintaing diplomatic missions
in all UN agencies and in 90 countries, including Canada.

WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS?

The Israelis are those persons who h\e or have led i the
State of Israel since ils creation in 1948. While the overwhelming
number of Israelis are of the Jewish faith, there are also Muslim.
Christian and Druze Arabs who live within its borders, :

The Jewish people living in Palestine at the turn of the centu-
ry were mostly indigenous to that area: that is, they spoke Arabie,
lived freely amongst their Arab neighbors and, like the (]hr_istia’n



Arabs, were a respected and tolerated minority. But as news of
the persecution and slaughter of the European Jewish popula-
lion during the Second World War was made known, immigra-
tion soared until, by 1946, persons of Jewish faith numbered
one-third of the population. Finally, after intense negotialions
and conflict with the British administrators of Palestine and
the Arab inhabitants, the United Nations proposed that
Palestine be partitioned into two states. This plan was adopted
on November 29, 1947. Today, Israel consists ol this land, plus
more gained during the War of Independence (1948) and the
Six-Day War (1967). including the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish slale in May, 1948,
Isracl has become a leading nation with a productive economy
and a Western-style democratic government. More closely
identified with a European and North American lifestyle
than with its Arab neighbors, the country straddles the East
and the West, somelimes comfortably, often painfully.

PALESTINIAN REFUGEES

The creation of the State of Isracl in 1948 was opposed by
the indigenous Palestinian population. Aboul three-quarters of
a million Palestinians fled their homes oul of fear or were
forced lo leave. They became refugees in neighboring Arab
countries. Many continued to live in refugee camps, while oth-
ers moved to various parts of the Arab world, but most have
never given up the hope of a Palestinian state of their own.

Today, 3.5 million Palestinian Arabs live outside what was
Palestine, almost a million are registered refugees. of whom
500,000 live in refugee camps in the occupied territories.
Three-quarters of Gaza residents and almost half ol the
West Bank Arab population are registered refugees.

REFUGEE CAMPS

There are lwenty-eight refugee camps in lhe West Bank
Gaza Sirip and Jerusalem, containing half a million
Palestinians. Erected by the United Nations afler the ereation
ol the State of Israel in 1948, the camps were located in what
were then Jordanian and Egyptian administered territories.
Originally designed as temporary structures until a political
seltlement could be reached and the Palestinians could
return to their homes, mosl of these camps continue to exisl.
to this day. Conditions in the camps range from moderate Lo
destitute, with most of the Gaza camps being in the lalter
category. They are densely populated, lack sufficienl waler



and sewage systems, and provide substandard housing and
schooling.

The Shu'afat camp, where Neveen and her family live, was
built. in 1967 by The United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA) after the occupation of East Jerusalem by Israeli
forces. It has a population of over 8.000. Because ol its
proximity Lo Jerusalem, Shu'afat camp residents carry
Jerusalem IDs and benefit from medical insurance and social
securily. Still under UNRWA jurisdiction, the United Nations
continues Lo be responsible for camp health and education.

UNRWA :

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency was established
in 1949 to provide services to the Paleslinians who had become
refugees as a result of the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict. Today,
UNRWA operates over a thousand schools, training and vocational
schools, rehabilitation centers and medical clinics in the West
Bank; Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem.

~Other Uniled Nations agencies operating in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip include the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF); the Uniled Nations Development Program (UNDP),
the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), the World
Food Program (WFP), the International Labour Organisation
(ILO) and the United Nations Industrial Development
Organisation (UNIDOY).

"INTIFADA
Begun in December 1987, the Intifada, or “shaking ofl,” was
a response by Palestinians to the Israeli military occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Protesting the indignilies and
abuses of the occupation, the Intifada initially took the form of
confrontations between the Israeli Army and stone-throwing
youth, evolving into an organized system of civil disobedience,
tax revolts and strikes.
By the time of the signing of the peace accords in September
1993, the toll of the Intifada was considerable. Social and economic
~conditions deteriorated dramatically as a resull of the occupation.
Education levels plummeted as curfews imposed by the Israeli army
and strikes imposed by the Intifada leadership severely affected
school davs. Collective punishmenl, such as house demolitions,
although banned by international law, was often used, leaving the
family of a suspected “lerrorist”’ or “troublemaker” homeless.
For many Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, an
Israeli soldier is the only Jewish person they will meel in their
entire lives.



U.N. RESOLUTION 242
~In 1967 the Security Council of the United Nations passed
a resolution which lays down the principles for a peacelul
gettlement in the Middle East. It stipulates that jusl and lasting
peace in the region should include the application of two principles:

) withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories
‘occupied in the recent conflict;

(i) termination of all claims of states of belligerency and
respect for and acknowledgment of the sovereignty. territorial
~ integrity and polilical independence of every State in the area
and their right to live in peace within secure and recognized
- boundaries free from threals of acts of force.
(United Nations, Security Council, Resolution 242, 22 November, 1967.)

ISLAM

Islam originated in present-day Saudi Arabia in the early
7th century AD. According to tradition, God (Allah) conveyed
to Mohammed, a tradesman at the time, a series of revelations
which were to form the basis of the new faith. Muslims consider
Mohammed the last in a series of prophets which included
Abraham, Moses and Jesus, The word “Islam” literally means
“submission.” in reference to the belief that Muslims must
humbly accept the message of God. Muslims are required, when
possible, to adhere to the five pillars of Islam, which are: pledging
an oath to God, praying five times a day, fasting during Ramadan,
giving of charity, and making a pilgrimage to Mecca al least once,
The revelations of Mohammed are collected in the Koran,

ARABIC LANGUAGE

Arabic is the written and spoken language of more than
150 million inhabitants of the Arab world, and is also used by
one-seventh of the worlds populatlion. Arabic belongs to the
Semitic family of languages, of which Hebrew is also a member.
Arabic script reads from right to left and its alphabel contains
Iwenty-eight characters. While it is universally written and read,
spoken Arabic can differ widely from region Lo region.

Modern Furopean languages, such as Spanish, Portuguese,
French. Italian and English owe a greal many of their sources to
Arabic. In English alone, we can list the following as some of the many
words with roots in Arabic; admiral, algebra, alchemy, alcohol, cane,
coffee, genius, ghoul, givaffe, guilar, hazard, mare, orange, racket,
satari, sherbel, sheriff, soda, sugar, tambourine, lariff.



