Ten-year-old Tamar didn't choose to play the baritone horn.

because she was allracted to il: rather, it just seemed Lo fit.

Tamar approaches life the same way: cheerfully and quite
matter-of-fact. She plays the baritone horn for the Jerusalem

Youth Orchestra, and takes gymnastics and special science
classes. Tamar, who lives in West Jerusalem, visits one brother
on a kibbulz and we meet her other brother who is home on
leave from the army. When her Russian cousins arrive in Israel,

she and her mother help them get settied,

Although her life is in many ways typical and unexceptional,

Tamar is also a child in a land of conflict. She worries about
terrorist attacks when she shops in the market and expresses
her anxiety when her father and brothers discuss the dangers
of army life. But she reassures her grandparents when she
writes to them: "We are all okay." Sirens, jets and security
checks all remind us of the special precautions children in
Jerusalem must lake.

Children of Jerusalem is a series of half-hour documen-
_ taries that focus on the lives of Palestinian and Israeli
children. On different sides of the Middle East conflict, these
children live in the shadows of both peace and protest in the
_.much-contested, historical and holy city of Jerusalem. Living
within a few kilometers of each other, they can barely imagine
how the others must live and can only hope that they will one
day learn.

* Narrating the films themselves, the children provide an

engaging and detailed portrait of their daily lives, hopes and fears.

AN EXTENSIVE RESEARCH AND STUDY GUIDE
CAN BE FOUND BY PULLING OUT AND UNFOLDING
THIS VIDEO JACKET. e

This video is also available in Hebrew.
; Director: Beverly Shaffer
Producers: Beverly Shaffer, Colin Neale
28 minutes 59 seconds
Order number: 9191 061 (Tamar)
Series order number: 193C 9194 082
IN CANADA CALL: 1-800-267-7710
IN THE U.S. CALL: 1-800-542-2164

ﬁ CLOSED CAPTIONED. A DECODER IS REQUIRED.

This video is cleared for classroom use and public performance providing no entry fee is charged.
Unauthorized duptication, cabl 1 or broadcast is a violation of C copyright laws.

©1095 National Film Board of Canada P.O, Box 6100, Station Centre-Ville Montreal, Quebec H3C 3H5
Printed in Canada
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JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is a city of three Sabbaths — Friday
(Muslim), Saturday (Jewish) and Sunday (Christian). It
has been called the Holy City, the Golden City, the City
of Light and the City of Peace. It has been regarded
as the most splendid city on earth and has lived
through some of humankind’s most brutal episodes.

The history of Jerusalem dates back thousands
of years. Around 1000 BC it was captured by the
biblical King David from the Jebusites and made the
capital of his kingdom. King Solomon built the first
temple there. Jerusalem continued in splendor for
approximately 150 years until internal strife split it
in two. After 600 BC it was ruled by a succession of
groups: first the Babylonians, then the Persians,
the Macedonians, Egyptians and Assyrians. By
63 BC il, like many other towns and regions, had
fallen to the Romans, who held it until the early
300’s AD, when the Byzantine Empire began ils
reign. By the 7th century AD the new Muslims
recovered it from the Byzantines. For a period of
less than a century, the European Christians over-
ran it during the Crusades, but Muslim rule
resumed under Salah el-Din. When the Turkish-
based Ottoman Empire began ils rise early in the
16th century, Jerusalem soon fell under its conirol.
This lasted until after WWI, when the British assumed
administrative control of Palestine, and the modern
conflict between Palestinian Arabs and Jews began
to fill the air.

In 1948 the Stale of Israel was declared and
Wesl Jerusalem became its capital. After the Six-
Day War had ended in 1967, the mostly Arab Easl
Jerusalem and the Old City fell under Israeli conlrol.
In 1980 the Israeli government passed a law that
officially stated that the entire city was to be the
capital of Israel. This decision is strongly opposed
by the Arabs of Jerusalem to this day.



CHILDREN OF JERUSALEM CAN BE USED IN
THE CLASSROOM AT A VERY BASIC LEVEL:

» Compare and contrast your hopes and dreams
with those of the children in the film;

: 3
e Compare and contrast your typical day (home,
family, school, extracurricular activities, religion,
responsibilities, valqes) with those of the chlldreq1
in the film; :

e If you had to move to another country, what
would you take and what would you leave behind?
Why? How would you choese what country to go to?
How would you feel aboutl leaving behind friends
and family members? Would the movlng experience

"ﬂparcnts or anceslors come
o
refugees or immigrdnle? What

"f\-.
A

Role-play what would pen if the (,hildrcumct
-‘%er and had a discussion: Tamar and Neveen
discuss the Israeli army, Yehuda and Yacoub discuss
the role of prayer.in their lives, Asya, Tamar and
Neveen discuss their'love of learning, Asya and the other
clnlll!zel discuss the moral dilemma presenled in her

e






THE OLD CITY : :

The Old City is the heart of Jerusalem. Its stone walls,
almost 12 meters high and 4 kilometers long, were built in
the 1500s by the Oltoman emperor, Suleiman the
Magnificent. Within the walls are four quarters —
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim. :

Life along the narrow cobblestone lanes has remained

much the same for hundreds of years. The busiest streets - '

are the souks (markets), which have small. windowless
shops that sell pottery, jewelry, and souvenirs to tourists.
Most of the streets are too narrow for cars, and donkeys are.

used to carry heavy loads. Within the walls of the Old City

are Jerusalem’s holiest places. They are the Wailing Wall

(Jewish), the Church of the Holy Sopulcht‘e {Chmquan) and e

the Dome of the Rock (Muslim).

The Wailing Wall, or Western Wnll is all thats‘ feft of

the Holy Temple built by King Solomon of biblical tlm_es._lt =

takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in

mourning for its destruction at the hands of the
Babylonians around 600 BC.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is Sdld Lo ﬂland on
Calvary Hill, the spot where Jesus was crucified, It also
houses a piece of the stone that was in front of the enlrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed Lo be the route
over which Jesus carried his cross. On Good Friday huge
crowds trace the roule 1o the church, Chanting_ prayers and
reading from the Gospel.

The Dome of the Rock, with its golden domtd building,
is called the most beautiful structure in Jerusalem. Built in
the 7th century, it houses the rock from which it is said
Mohammed ascended to Heaven with the angel Gabriel,
returning to spread Islam, the new religion. Believed to be
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple of King Selomon, the
rock is also said to be the one on which Abraham prepared
to sacrifice his son Isaac. :



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

Situated al the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
Palestine is one of the world's most historic places. Two
religions — Judaism and Chrisiianity — originated in
Palestine. It is the Holy Land, the site of many events
described in the Bible. Muslims, the followers of Islam, also
consider Palestine a sacred place.

The land of Palestine has always been a land of farmers.
Broad valleys planted with wheat, terraced hillsides lined
with olive Lrees, wide coaslal plains dolied with orange trees,
and fields of melons, tomatoes and herbs provide a way of
life that has changed little since the Old Testament.

By the time it fell inlo Turkish hands in 1516, Palestine
was a thriving market and rich source of tax revenue. With
the defeat of Turkey during World War I, control of Palestine
was passed to British hands under a mandate by the League
of Nations (a precursor to the United Nations).

In Europe, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, particularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens and subject
to persecution and pogroms (massacres). In Russia, where
most of the pogroms ook place, a group was formed that would
dramatically shape the future of a distant ldnd Thdt gmup was. :
called The Lovers of Zion.

Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for the central hlll_
of Jerusalem, was a spiritual and humanitarian movement
concerned with providing a safe refuge for the Jewish
communities of Europe. Although other counlries such as
Uganda, Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as possible
“homes,” il was generally recognized that the one true home
was that of their ancestral forebears, Palestine.

As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palestine
began a significant and steady rise until, by the end of WWII,
one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith. But
while the dream of a Jewish state was Inspiring one gmup
it was threatening another.

The fall of the Ottoman Empire signaled a new era for
many Arabs of the region. Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner.
This was particularly strong in Palestine, where the
*alestinians believed the British would soon relinquish control
of the land to them. Bul as they began Lo lose both
demographic and political clout, it became clear that



neither the British nor the international community were
willing to accede to Arab appeals.

One of the reasons for this was World War 11. As details
of Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed effort was
made Lo prowde a homeland for the Jewish refugees who
survived German attempts to annihilate them. While the
British authorities in Palestine had initially tried to limit
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
European Jewr) set %all for its shores, determined Lo be
victimized “never again.”

The new Jewish population in Palestine formed its own
militia to fight the British. The Arabs, whose nationalist
dreams were in direct odds with Jewish Zionist hopes,
conducted raids on the Jewish settlements, and Jewish
troops, in turn, attacked the Arabs. In desperation, the
British, finding it impossible to please both groups, turned
to the newly formed United Nations to seltle the matter.

In 1947 the United Nations recommended that Palestine
be partitioned into an Arab and a Jewish stale, with a
special international status for Jerusalem. Intense fighting
broke out between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants of
Palestine, and with the creation of the State of Israel in May
1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new state. In
the fierce battles, many Arabs evacuated their villages and
towns out of fear and by force. In the fighting, the new
“Israelis” were victorious and the borders of the new state
grew bevond the United Nations Partition Plan. Jerusalem
was divided belween Israeli West Jerusalem and Jordanian-
controlied Easl Jerusalem,

For Jews, the outcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
prophecy fulfilled and a new, modern nation was created. For
Arabs, this was the great disaster. Dreams were destroyed
and the hope of a modern Palestinian nation was shattered.

In the newly declared Israel a government was immediately
formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime Minister, and a
Knesset, or parliament, was established. The citizens of Israel,
many of them bom and raised in Europe, were determined that
this new country would be democratic, free, and productive.

Bul over 750,000 Arabs had become refugees as a
result of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
their homes and land. Gaza and the West Bank, once the
sites of a future Palestinian state, were now under
Jordanian and Egyptian administration respectively.



The new Israeli state flourished as Jewish immigration
rose: foreign governments, especially the United States, came
to its aid. and agriculture and other industries prospered. But
the country was not accepled by her Arab neighbors, who saw

“it as a symbol of their defeal against outside powers. Israel,

~ on the other hand, felt vulnerable to Arab threats of war and
- guerrilla attacks. Tension rose 1o war. first in 1956 and again

in 1967, when Israeli planes, in a pre-emptive strike. attacked

25 airfields in Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq, sparking a week

of fighting in what was to become known as the Six-Day War.
By the time a cease-fire took effect, Israel controlled the
Egyptian Sinai, the Gaza Strip, the Jordanian West Bank
{including East Jerusalem) and the Syrian Golan Heights.

The Camp David Peace Accord in 1979 between Israel
and Egypt resulted in the return of the Sinai to Egyptian
hands. The West Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These lerritories were viewed by many Israelis
as historically part of Israel, but the occupation was
condemned by the United Nations in a series of resolutions
that urged their return.

The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counterparts
whﬂ decried the contradiction of democracy and occupation
_ proved considerable.

- Languishing under severe restrictions, maltreatment
and poverty, the protracted Palestinian prolest which was 10
become known-as the Inlifada began in December, 1987,
Children and youth, a generation born under occupation,
look Lo the streets throwing stones at the Israeli army. A
more organized protest soon evolved which included strikes
and tax revolls. The Intifada shocked both Israel and the
world, bringing home the urgent need to solve the
‘Palestinian problem.”

In 1991, Mid-East pcace talks began between the govern-
ment of Isracl and a Palestinian negotiating team from the West
Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993 between
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat. Among
other things, this pact singled oul the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank ¢ity of Jericho as sites to be returned to
Palestinian authority.

Still new and learning to walk, the fledgling state of
peace hetween the Palestinians and Israelis encourages
the possibility that two peoples may yet achieve peaceful
- co-existence.



WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS? :

Whether described as Canaanites, Phoenicians,
Philistines, or Palestinians, the Arab inhabitants of
Palestine have traditionally been farmers, shephei‘d& and
fishermen. At the turn of the century there were slightly
more than a million inhabitants living in the area known as
Palestine, five percent of whom were Jewish. The
Palestinians were educated and industrious, harvesting
citrus fruit and olives for export and manufacturing the
region’s supply of soap and wool. :

When control over Palestine passed from Turkish to
British hands at the end of WWI, many Palestinians expected
that they would finally be able to control their own destiny.
But while Palestinian nationalism began to grow, the British
and French were dividing the region between them. In 1917
the Balfour Declaration confirmed that the British “viewed with
favor the establishment of a national home for the Jewish
people” and designaled the Palestinian population as simply
“non-Jewish communities” in what was to become Israel.

Palestinians now number close to 5 million persons,
only 40 percent of whom still reside inside the boundaries of
higtorical Palestine. The rest were carried away in succes-
sive waves of emigration, beginning in 1948, when the Stale
of Israel was declared, peaking in 1967 after the Six-Day
War, and conlinuing to this day. Almosl a million
Palestinians are registered refugees living in 61 camps
dispersed throughout the Occupied Territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Whether "at home” or “abroad,” the
Palestinians are a displaced people seeking the mm&.tatement
of their homeland.

In 1964, Palestinians convened in Jerusalem and estab-
lished the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a democratic
and multi-party parliament with 428 elected members. In
1974, the PLO was invited by the United Nations to partici-
pate as an observer. At present, the PLO maintains diplo-
matic missions in all UN agencies and m 90 Countrles
including Canada. :




WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS? :

The Israelis are those persons who live or have lmd in the
State of Israel since its creation in 1948, While the overwhelm-
ing number of Israelis are of the Jewish faith, there are also
Muslim, Christian and Druze Arabs who live within its borders.

The Jewish people living in Palestine at the urn of the century
were mostly indigenous to that area; that is, thev spoke Arabic,
lived freely amongst their Arab neighbors and, like the Christian
Arabs, were a respected and tolerated minority. But as news of
the persecution and slaughter of the European Jewish population
during the Second World War was made known, immigration
soared until, by 1946, persons of Jewish faith numbered one-
third of the population. Finally, after intense negotiations and
conflict with the British administrators of Palestine and the
Arab inhabitants, the United Nations proposed that Palestine
he partitioned into two states. This plan was adopted on
November 29, 1947. Today, Israel consists of this land. plus
more gained during the War of Independence (1948) and the
Six-Day War (1967). including the Wesl Bank and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish stale in May, 1948.
Israel has become a leading nation with a productive economy
and a Weslern-style democratic government. More closely
identified with a European and North American lifestyle than
with its Arab neighbors, the country straddles the East dnd
the West, sometimes comforlably, often pa:nﬁlllv

HOLOCAUST

When Germany’s armies surrendered in 1945, the set-
tling dust revealed the full extent of the devastation the
Nazis had inflicted on the population of Europe, especially
European Jewry. The majority of Jewish populations in
Greece, France, Holland, Belgium, Romania, Germany,
Austria, the former USSR, the Ukraine, Russia and Poland,
were decimated. Many tried Lo flee, but few countries
would accept the Jewish refugees. From a population of
9 million, 6 million were slaughtered by the Nazis. :

Entire families, villages and towns were lost. Those
who survived tried returning home from the concentra-
tion camps but found nothing left of their former com-
munities, or they once again became victims of
pogroms. In spite of Lthe fact thal many saw Palestine as
the only safe haven, the ruling British Mandate barred
Jewish immigration. Nol until the declaration of the
State of Israel in 1948 were Jewish people tu]lv free to
g0 there.



ISRAELI ARMY

The army plays a prominent role in the life of every
Isracli, Every eighteen-year-old Jewish male is required to
give three years of compulsory military service; every female
is required to give two years. Hassidic men are exempt, per-
forming allernale service instead. Conscripts are trained and
prepared for prolonged reserve service, which men render in
annual spells until the age of 55. Women do little or no
reserve duty, to altow for motherhood and familial obliga-
tions. In proportion to population, the Israeli Defense Iorces
are the largest in the world, playing a social as well as a mili-
Lary role in society.

For the young Israeli, enlistment at eighteen often coin-
cides with leaving home for the first time and the first
encounter with adult self-sufficiency. Military service is a rite of
passage and a token of maturity. Most employers require proof
of military service before engaging employees, and many social
benefits are unavailable unless military duty has been per-
formed. Those citizens who do nol perform military service,

- especially Arab Israelis, are not eligible for many benefits.

KIBBUTZ

The Jewish settlers who arrived in Palestine [rom
Europe in the early part of this century began the Kibbutz
movement full of socialist idealism for the land and the com-
munity they would create. Many of them working the land
for the first time in their lives, the Kibbutz members
declared community ownership of all property, absolute
equality of members, democratic decision making, com-
munal responsibility for child care, and the value of
work as an end as well as a means. The underlying phi-
Jlosophy was “from each according to his means, to
each according to his needs.”

The Kibbutz has gone through many transformations,
including a move to manufacturing. It still retains many of the
old ideals, however, and is a uniquely Israeli institution.



 SOVIET IMMIGRATION
“Fleeing persecution, immigration from the former
‘Soviet Union has steadily trickled to Israel since the early
-~ parl of the 20th century. In the [inal years of the break-
up of the Soviet state, however, mass emigration ensued
with hundreds of thousands of Jewish people traveling to
Israel. While former Soviet Jewry still comprise the
~ majority of immigrants to Israel, the yearly ligure has
steadied somewhat. To allow the immigrants and their
‘families time Lo settle, learn Hebrew and find jobs,
‘the Israeli government offers them free housing, medical
- care and schooling for the first year.

- LAW OF RETURN

The Law of Return was passed unanimously by the
Israeli Knesset (Parliament) in 1950 to ensure that anyone
“persecuted as a Jew would have the right of refuge in a
Jewish state. The law states that anyone with a Jewish
grandparent has the right to immigrate to Israel and become
~an Israeli citizen. This broad definilion of who is a Jew is
the same criterion used by the Nazis in the Holocausl. By
passing the Law of Return, the Jewish slate hopes Lo pre-
vent another Holocaust. It gives life Lo an age-old Jewish
saying: “Next year in Jerusalem.”



