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Ten-year-old Yehuda is a radiant example of the Hassidic
belief in the joy and celebration of prayer. With a head for
stories and a heart for sharing them, he and his younger
brother pore over old photographs of Jews in Poland,
‘marvelling at their way of life. Ancient traditions and
customs have been maintained as Yehuda and his family,
~ who live in West Jerusalem, prepare to celebrate the Sukkol
 festival. Yehuda visits a Jewish market and learns o select
the right palm leaves to decorate the Sukkah. He is filled with
pride as he describes the festival, his prayers and his family.

Children of Jerusalem is a series of half-hour documen-
taries that focus on the lives of Palestinian and Israeli
children. On different sides of the Middle East conflict,
these children live in the shadows of both peace and
protest in the much-contested, historical and holy city of
Jerusalem. Living within one kilometer of each other, they
can barely imagine how the others must live and can only
hope that they will one day learn.

Narraling the films themselves, the children provide an
engaging and detailed portrait of their ddll\ Ilws hopes
and fears.

AN EXTENSIVE RESEARCH AND STUDY GUIDE
CAN BE FOUND BY PULLING OUT AND UNFOLDING THIS
VIDEO JACKET.

Director: Beverly Shaffer
Producers: Beverly Shaffer, Colin Neale
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JERUSAI.!M SRR S g

Jerusalem is a city nt three Sabbatlls leay
(Muslim), Saturday (Jewish) and Sunday (Christian). It
hnsbeencaﬂedﬂleﬂwm,meﬁoldenﬁty the City
~of Light and the City of Peace. It has been regarded
“as the most splendid city on earth and has lived
ummghsome of humankind’s mest brutal episodes.

The history of Jerusalem dates back thousands

Aralmd' 1000 BC it was saptured by the
Javi ti*mu the Jebusites and made the

: al’ yeal‘s'
--unpital qt hip]tﬁtgdom, King Solomon built the first

£ mmpte ‘there. Jerusalem continued in splendor for

. -appmﬂmdleh 150 years until internal strife split it
in'two. After 600 BC it was ruled by a succession of
groups: first the Babylonians, then the Persians,
the Macedonians, Egyptians and Assyrians. By
63 BC it, like many other towns and regions, had
fallen to the Romans, who held it until the early
300’s AD, when the Byzantine Empire began its
reign. By the 7th century AD the new Muslims
recovered il from the Byzantines. For a period of
less than a century, the European Christians over-
ran it during the Crusades, but Muslim rule
resumed under Salah el-Din. When the Turkish-
based Ottoman Empire began its rise early in the
16th century, Jerusalem soon fell under its control.
This lasted until after WWI1, when the British assumed
administrative control of Palestine, and the modern

conflict between Palestinian Arabs and Jews began

to fill the air.

In 1948 the State of Israel was declared and
West Jerusalem became its capital. After the Six-
Day War had ended in 1967, the mostly Arab East
Jerusalem and the Old City fell under Israeli control.
in 1980 the lIsraeli government passed a law that
officially stated thal the entire city was to be the
capital of Israel. This decision is strongly opposed
by the Arabs of Jerusalem to this day.



CHILDREN OF JERUSALEM CAN BE USED IN
THE CLASSROOM AT A VERY BASIC LEVEL:

¢ Compare and contrast your hopes and dreams
with those of the children in the film;

e Compare and contrast your typical day (home,
family, school, extracurricular activities, religion,
responsibilities, values) with those of the children
in the film;

¢ |If you had to move to another country, what
would you take and what would you leave behind?
Why? How would you choose what country to go to?
How would you feel about leaving behind friends
and family members? Would the moving experience
be the same for everyone in the family? Why?

¢ Where did your parents or ancestors come
from? Were they refugees or immigrants? What
kind of life did they leave behind?

s Role-play what would happen if the children met
each other and had a discussion: Tamar and Neveen
discuss the Israeli army, Yehuda and Yacoub discuss
the role of prayer in their lives, Asya, Tamar and
Neveen discuss their love of learning, Asya and the other
children discuss the moral dilemma presented in her
class (which is more important, truth or friendship?).



THE SERIES CAN ALSO BE USED TO EXPLORE MORE
COMPLEX ISSUES, E.G.:

e What forces are at work shaping these chﬂdm'?\&hatwﬂl :

have to be done/undone, taught/untaught in order to encourage

and facilitate trust and cooperation between these children as

they grow up and mature? Can this generation work and live
tagetlmumy differently than the previous generation?

'« What are the demographics of Israel as rcpresenwi by

these children? What effect might this diversity have on the

political processes of the country and the city of Jerusalgm?

. | Ascs 8-13 * Content and contextiinformhuon i
ey 2 coﬁpamlcontrasl exercises

Ages 14-16

Inlemaﬂqnal Cnltum Center,
P.0. Box 8009, Jerusalem lsrael 91080.






THE OLD CITY

The Old City is the heart of Jerusalem. Ils slone \wa]ls
almost 12 meters high and 4 kilometers long, were built in
the 15008 by the Ottoman emperor, Suleiman the
Magnificent, Within the walls are four q_uart.(ars —
Armenian, Christian, Jewish and Muslim.

Life along the narrow cobblestone lanes has romamed
much the same for hundreds of years. The busiest streets
are the souks (markets). which have small, windowless
shops that sell pottery, jewelry, and souvenirs to tourists..
Most of the streets are too narrow for cars, and donkeys are
used Lo carry heavy loads. Within the walls of the Old City

are Jerusalem’s holiest places. They are the Wailing Wall

(Jewish), the Church of the Holy Sepulchre {Chmtlan) dl’ld =
the Dome of the Rock (Muslim). 2

The Wailing Wall, or Western Wall, is all thdtb lLﬂ of
the Holy Temple built by King Solomon of biblical times. It
takes its name from the sorrowful prayers said there in
mourning for its destruction at the hdndb of the
Babylonians around 600 BC.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre is said lu stand on |

Calvary Hill, the spot where Jesus was crucilied. It also
houses a piece of the stone that was in front of the entrance
to the cave in which he was buried. Winding toward the
church is the Via Dolorosa, which is believed Lo be the route
over which Jesus carried his cross. On Good Friday huge
crowds trace the route to the church, chanting prayers and
reading from the Gospel.

The Dome of the Rock, with its golden domed building,
is called the most beautiful structure in Jerusalcm. Buill in
the 7th century, it houses the rock from which it is said
Mohammed ascended to Heaven with the angel Gabriel,
returning to spread Islam, the new religion. Believed to be
on the site of the ancient Holy Temple of King Solomon, the
rock is also said to be the one on which Abraham prepared
to sacrifice his son Isaac. S



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: GEOGRAPHY AS DESTINY

Situated at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea,
Palestine is one of the world's most historic places. Two
religions — Judaism and Chrigtianily — originated in
Palestine. It is the Holy Land, the site of many events
described in the Bible. Muslims, the followers nt !qlam also
consider Palestine a sacred place.

The land of Palestine has always been a land of farmers.
Broad valleys planted with wheat, terraced hillsides lined
with olive trees, wide coastal plains dotted with orange trees,
and fields of melons, tomatoes and herbs provide a way of
life that has changed little since the Old Testament.

By the time it fell into Turkish hands in 1516, Palesline
was a thriving market and rich source of tax revenue. With
the defeat of Turkey during World War 1, control of Palesline
was passed Lo British hands under a mandate by the League
of Nations (a precursor Lo the United Nations).

In Europe, meanwhile, a new hope was inspiring the
Jewish people. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the Jewish communities of Europe, particularly Eastern
Europe, were often treated as second-class citizens and subject
to persecution and pogroms (massacres). In Russia, where
most of the pogroms took place. a group was formed that would
dramatically shape the future of a distant land. That gmup was
called The Lovers of Zion.

Zionism, taken from the Hebrew word for the ccnlr'al hill
of Jerusalem, was a spiritual and humanitarian movement
concerned with providing a safe refuge for the Jewish
communities of Europe. Although other countries such as
Uganda, Ethiopia and Argentina were discussed as possible
“homes,” il was generally recognized that the one true home
was that of their ancestral forebears, Palestine.

As this idea took hold, Jewish immigration to Palestine
began a significant and steady rise until, by the end of WWIL,
one-third of the population was of the Jewish faith. But
while the dream of a Jewish state was inspiring one group, 1t

was threatening another. :

The fall of the Ottoman Empire signaled a new era for
many Arabs of the region. Hopes for independence surged
and “pan-Arab” nationalism seemed just around the corner,
This was particularly strong in Palestine, where the
Palestinians believed the British would soon relinquish control
of the land to them. But as they began to lose both
demographic and political clout, it became clear that



neither the British nor the international communily were
willing to accede to Arab appeals.,

One of the reasons for this was World War I1. As details
ol Nazi atrocities began to be known, a renewed effort was
made. Lo provide a homeland for the Jewish refugees who
survived German attempts to annihilate them. While the
British authorities in Palestine had initially tried to limit
their numbers, immigration to Palestine now swelled as the
European Jewry set sail for its shores, determined to be
victimized “never again.”

The new Jewish population in Palestine formed its own
militia to fight the British. The Arabs, whose nationalist
dreams were in direct odds with Jewish Zionist hopes,
conducted raids on the Jewish settlements, and Jewish
troops, in turn, attacked the Arabs. In desperalion, Lhe
British, linding il impossible Lo please both groups, turned
to the newly formed Uniled Nalions to seltle the matter.

In 1947 Lhe United Nations recommended that Palestine
be parlitioned into an Arab and a Jewish state, with a
special international status for Jerusalem. Intense fighting
broke out between the Jewish and Arab inhabitants of
Palestine, and with the creation of the State of Israel in May
1948 came an Arab declaration of war on the new state. In
the fierce battles, many Arabs evacuated their villages and
towns out of fear and by force. In the fighting, the new
“Israelis” were victorious and the borders of the new stale
grew bevond the United Nations Partition Plan. Jerusalem
was divided between Israeli West Jerusalem and Jordanian-
conltrolled East Jerusalem.

For Jews, the outcome of the 1948 war was a biblical
prophecy fulfilled and a new, modern nation was created. For
Arabs, this was the great disaster. Dreams were destroyed
and the hope of a modern Palestinian nation was shattered.

In the newly declared Israel a government was immediately
formed, with David Ben-Gurion as the first Prime Minister, and a
Knesset, or parliament, was established. The citizens of Israel.
many of them born and raised in Europe, were determined that
this new country would be democralic, ree, and productive,

But over 750,000 Arabs had become refugees as a
resull: of the War of Independence, and countless more lost
their homes and land. Gaza and the Wesl Bank, once the
sites ol a future Palestinian state, were now under
Jordanian and Egyptian administration respectively.



The new [sraeli state flourished as Jewish immigration
rose; foreign governments, especially the United States, came
to its aid, and agriculture and other industries prospered. But
the country was nol accepted by her Arab neighbors, who saw
il as a symbol of their defeal against oulside powers. Israel,
on the other hand, felt vulnerable to Arab threats of war and
guerrilla attacks. Tension rose to war, first in 1956 and again
~in 1967, when Israeli planes, in a pre-emptive strike, attacked
25 airfields in Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Iraq, sparking a week
ol fighting in what was to become known as the Six-Day War.
By the time a cease-fire took effect. Israel controlled the
BEgyptian Sinai, the Gaza Strip. the Jordanian West Bank
(including East Jerusalem) and the Syrian Golan Heights.

The Camp David Peace Accord in 1979 between Israel
and Egypt resulted in the return of the Sinai to Egyptian
hands. The West Bank and Gaza Strip remained in Israeli
control. These territories were viewed by many Israelis
as historically parl of Israel, bul the occupation was
condemned by the United Nations in a series of resolutions
that urged their return.

- 'The strain on Palestinians and their Israeli counterparts
who decried the contradiction of democracy and occupation
proved considerable.

Languishing under severe restrictions, maltreatment
and poverty, the protracted Palestinian protest which was to
become known as the Intifada began in December. 1987.
Children and vouth. a generation born under occupalion,
took Lo the streels throwing slones al the Israeli army. A
more organized prolest soon evolved which included strikes
and lax revolls. The Intifada shocked both Israel and the
world, bringing home the urgent need to solve the
“Palestinian problem.”

In 1991, Mid-East peace talks began between the
government of Israel and a Palestinian negotiating team from
the West Bank and Gaza. An accord was signed in 1993
between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestine
Liberation Organization Chairman Yasser Arafat. Among
other things, this pact singled out the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank city of Jericho as sites Lo be returned to
Palestinian authority.

Still new and learning to walk, the fledgling state of
peace between the Paleslinians and Israelis encourages
the possibility that two peoples may yet achieve peaceful
co-existence.



WHO ARE THE PALESTINIANS? :

Whether described as Canaanites, Phoenicians,
Philistines, or Palestinians, the Arab inhabitants of
Palestine have traditionally been farmers, shepherds and
fishermen. At the turn of the century there were slightly
more than a million inhabitants living in the area known as
Palestine, five percent of whom were Jewish. The
Palestinians were educated and industrious, harvesting
citrus fruit and olives for export and manufacturing the
region’s supply of soap and wool.

When control over Palestine passed from Turkish lo
British hands at the end of WWI, many Palestinians expected
that they would finally be able to control their own destiny.
But while Palestinian nationalism began to grow, the British
and French were dividing the region between them. n 1917
the Balfour Declaration confirmed that the British “viewed with
favor the establishment of a national home for the Jewish
people” and designated the Palestinian population as simply
“non-Jewish communities” in what was to become Israel.

Palestinians now number close to 5 million persons.
only 40 percenl of whom still reside inside the boundaries of
historical Palestine. The rest were carried away in succes-
sive waves of emigration, beginning in 1948, when the State
of Israel was declared, peaking in 1967 after the Six-Day
War, and continuing to this day. AlmoslL a million
Palestinians are registered refugees living in 61 camps
dispersed throughout the Occupied Territories, Jordan,
Lebanon and Syria. Whether “at home” or “abroad,” the
Palestinians are a displaced people seeking the relnstdtemult
of their homeland.

In 1964, Paleslinians convened in Jerusalem and estab-
lished the Palestinian Liberation Organization, a democratic
and multi-party parliament with 428 elected members. In
1974, the PLO was invited by the United Nations to partici-
pate as an observer. At presenl, the PLO maintains diplo-
matic missions in all UN agencies and in 90 countries,
including Canada. 5



WHO ARE THE ISRAELIS?

The Israelis are those persons who live or have lived in the
State of Israel since its creation in 1948. While the overwhelm-
ing number of Israelis are of the Jewish faith. there are also
Muslim, Christian and Druze Arabs who live within its borders.

The Jewish people living in Palestine at the turn of the
century were mostly indigenous to that area: that is. they
spoke Arabic, lived freely amongst their Arab neighbors and,
like the Christian Arabs, were a respected and tolerated
minority. But as news of the persecution and slaughter of the
European Jewish population during the Second World War
was made known, immigration soared until. by 1946, per-
sons of Jewish faith numbered one-third of the population.
Finally, after intense negotiations and conflict with the
British administrators of Palestine and the Arab inhabitants,
the United Nations proposed that Palestine be partitioned
into two states. This plan was adopted on November 29,
1947. Today, Israel consists of this land, plus more gained
during the War ol Independence (1948) and the Six-Day War
(1967), including the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Since the declaration of a Jewish state in May, 1948,
Israel has become a leading nation with a productive ccono-
my and a Western-style democratic government. More closely
identified with a European and North American lifestyle than
with its Arab neighbors, the country straddles the East and
the West, sometimes comfortably, often painfully.

HASSIDIM

The Hassidic movement originated in 18th-century
Poland under the teachings of Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov.
Literally meaning “pious ones,” the Hassidim stress
unconditional love for their fellow man, while having a
moral and physical responsibility for each other. They
believe in the importance of expressing faith with joy and
happiness and prayer time is often filled with emotion
and song. Rev Nachman, the great-grandson of the
founder of the movement, emphasized having a per-
sonal relationship with God and stressed that fricndship,
brotherly love, and moral conduct arc essential for a ful-
filled life. e was a gifted storyteller and his lales are
considered classics of Yiddish literature.

The Hassidim live in self-contained communities with
their own schools, synagogues and sacial life. Hassidic men
and women do not generally serve in the Israeli army, bul
instead study full-time in Yeshiva schools and perform
alternative service for the state.



SUKKOT HOLIDAY

The Sukkot holiday lasls seven days and commemorates
a time when the Israelites lived in booths (huts) after their
escape from Egypt. It is also an autumn harvest festival
celebrating the bounty of the crop. As part of the Sukkot
service, four species of plants are used: the Lulav (palm
branch); the Etrog (citron fruit); the Hadassim (myrtle);
and the Arovol (willow), over which a special blessing is
pronounced. :

GLOSSARY

Cheder

El.rog '

Gamara

Hashem

Kohanim

Kosher

Kotel

. Lulay

Peot

Shul
Shtetl

A school for young children thal provides
religious instruction.

'.-'\'!em(m-type fruit used for the SukKkol holiday.

_One of two books of the Talmud where the basic
principles of Jewish law are explained.

Literally “The Name,” used to refer to God.

Descendants of Aaron, brother of Moses; the
high priests of ancient Israel.

Jewish dietary laws as prescribed by the Talmud.
Also used colloquially to refer to anything good
or acceptable.

Literally “the wall,” refers to the Wailing Wall
in Jerusalem.

Used during Sukkol, il is made up of one palm
branch, two willow branches and three myrtle
twigs tied together.

The hair at the temples of Hassidic men and boys
that grows long and is either curled or tucked
behind the ears. From the biblical instruction

(Leviticus 19:27) “You shall not round the corners

of your head neither shall you mar the corners
of your beard,”

A synagogue.

The 18th-century Eastern European villages to
which mosl Jews were confined.



Sukkah A temporary structure built for the festival of
~ Sukkol. It must be erected in open air and have
a roof through which the sky is visible.

_ Talmud  The compendium of Jewish law, thought and
- biblical commentary.

Tbra'l_l - The first five books of the Old Testamenl,

Tzaddick Literally a “man of justice.” particularly
e ~a Hassidic wise man.

.Yll.ll:l Tov Holy Days of Jewish Festivals.



