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PELTS: POLITICS OF THE FUR TRADE

The fur trade is Canada’s oldest industry but, in recent
years, some people have been questioning the morality of
killing animals for fur.

PELTS examines the emotional public relations war that has
been raging between the fur industry and its opponents,
and takes a look at some of the ethical, environmental, and
economic issues raised by the debate.

The film presents the arguments of the opposing sides,
as well as the methods they use to win public support,
providing the viewer with a unique opportunity to consider
all aspects of a very complex and highly charged issue.

(See reverse for more information)

¢ . .a splendid example of thoughtful, well-planned filmmaking.”
John Haslett Cuff, The Globe and Mail

¢ . .a thought-provoking primer for the undecided.”
Tony Atherton, The Citizen

¢‘An eminently balanced documentary, it is commendable for what
may be the fairest treatment yet of this volatile subject.”

Bob Remington, The Journal
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PELTS: POLITICS OF THE FUR TRADE

In Europe and North America, anti-fur lobbyists and animal rights
activists have spent millions of dollars trying to persuade the
public to boycott fur products and to end the fur trade. Their op-
position to the fur industry stems from the belief that the killing
of millions of animals every year for luxury items, such as fur
coats, is morally indefensible.

The fur industry states that no species used for fur coats is en-
dangered and that the animals are killed humanely. They point
out that the fur industry is a multi-million dollar business that
employs hundreds of thousands of people.

In Canada, native people claim that many northern communi-
ties would be irreparably damaged if the fur trade was to col-
lapse. Trapping brings in a substantial proportion of the annual
income of many families, decreasing their dependence on costly
store-bought food and clothing. Life on the land, and hunting
in particular, is central to their culture. They feel they have an
understanding of the environment that is far beyond that of their
southern urban critics.

The narrator of Pelts makes the point that, “‘Perhaps the way
people think about the environment has a lot to do with the en-
vironment in which they do their thinking."”

In the end, the market will decide the victor. Whether we are
witnessing the last days of the powerful fur industry, or whether
the animal rights movement is itself a passing fad, will largely
depend on who does a better job of swaying public opinion.

SUGGESTED AUDIENCES

General public; environment, native, wildlife groups.

CURRICULUM and STUDY AREAS:

Grade 8 to University; Canadian studies, native studies, histo-
ry, economics, media literacy, ethics, employment, environ-
ment, public relations, social studies
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS
AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

In what ways was the fur trade linked to the economic life of
the early colonies? How did it affect native land claims and claims
by different European powers?

How do we make decisions about ethical/moral issues, such as
using animals for fur, food, and laboratory testing? How do we
reconcile eating meat but not wearing fur?

What alternatives to the fur industry are their for native commu-
nities? What has been the effect on Newfoundland communi-
ties of the end of the seal hunt?

How does the media present the issue? To what extent is the
media affected by the work of the different interest groups?

CONTACT GROUPS

Indigenous Survival International, 3rd Floor, 47 Clarence St.,
Ottawa, Ontario K1N 9Ki1

The Fur Institute of Canada, Suite 302, 10 Lower Spadina
Ave., Toronto, Ontario M5V 221

The Fur Bearers, 2235 Commercial Dr., Vancouver, B.C.
V5N 4B6

The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSFA),
215 Lakeshore Boulevard East, Suite No. 211, Toronto,
Ontario M5A 3W9.
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