The Whooping Crane

his wildlife

film is a por-
trait of a rare
bird, the whooping
crane — a myste-
rious and fiercely
independent crea-
ture whose lineage
dates back to the
pre-Ice Age. A
bird of extraordi-
nary beauty whose
flight resembles
poetry in motion,
the whooping
crane's claim to
fame is its scarcity.
Fifty years ago,
there were only 15
“whoopers” in the

conservationists
keep track of the
birds. But the film
focusses on the
main characteris-
tics of this bird: its
courting dance; its
unique mode of
conserving energy
during the long
migratory flights
between the Aran-
sas National Wild-
life Refuge in
southern Texas and
Wood Buffalo Na-
tional Park in the
Northwest Territo-
ries; its diet;
breeding and par-

whole world. Al-

though the efforts of conservationists in
Canada and the United States have in-
creased this population, it still numbers
less than one hundred. The whooping
crane remains an endangered species.
This documentary shows a few of the
methods that aid in the preservation of the
whooper. Tiny radio transmitters insert-
ed in the leg-bands put on juveniles help

enting character-
istics; and the growth of the new-
born to adulthood. The film also touches
on the main factors, natural and man-
made, that endanger the whooper. Young
viewers will be fascinated by the beauty
of this bird and the clear details on its
known characteristics. This is, in part, a
classroom adaptation of the longer film,
A Great White Bird.
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