Because of fear and misunderstanding,
humans have repeatedly tried to obliterate
wolves. These amazing animals had disap-
peared from Canada's world-famous Banff
National Park. Now, thanks to biologist
Paul Paquet, wolf packs range freely once
again all the way from Banff through to
the mountains of Montana.

Using intensive first-hand observation and
sophisticated satellite tracking techniques,
Paquet has spent over 10 years studying
the wolves of the southern Alberta Rockies and fighting to establish
rotected migration corridors for the animals he has championed so

__passionately.

| Endangered anlmals - and the ¢ ampions who have dedicated
their lives to saving them — feature in this spectacular series of 13
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He's been dubbed the “Wolf Man” by Canadian Geographic magazine, and it's
true that biologist Paul Paquet has been championing the wolves of North
America for the last 20 years.

Asked to head the Canine Project in 1987, Dr. Paquet took eagerly to the
immense challenge of spearheading a huge research effort to create a com-
prehensive view of the plight of the wolves of the southern Canadian Rockies.
Despite the fact that, three times over the last century humanity has tried to
wipe the creature out, Paquet and his team of scientists and volunteers not only
greatly expanded their understanding of this animal, they also managed to re-
introduce the wolf to its natural habitat. For the first time in over 40 years,
wolves now range through Banff National Park and down through to the moun-
tains of Montana.

Paquet's research methods rely on intense, old-fashioned, first-hand observa-
tion by a team of field researchers and the latest in technology, with satellite
tracking of radio ID collars and computer analysis of the data. The diversity of
Dr. Paquet's methods reflect his various interests. His first degree was a bache-
lor of arts in philosophy, followed by a master of science in wildlife biology and a
doctorate in zoology.

One of the things that Dr. Paquet has established through his research is the
immense distances over which wolf packs range. The wolf population is still far
smaller than what is needed to be secure — and the animals cross through 55
different land-use zones as they travel. Dr. Paquet is now campaigning to estab-
lish protected migration corridors for these animals that he champions so pas-
sionately.

PRE-VIEWING QUESTIONS

Locate British Columbia and Banff National Park on a map of Canada. Describe
the year-round climate at Banff National Park.

Why do many scientists believe that they should remain objective at all times
and not become emotionally involved with the subject(s) of their research?
POST-VIEWING QUESTIONS

Why are the wolves and the tourists in Banff National Park on a collision
course, both literally and figuratively?

Why does the wolf have such a pivotal role in the ecology and food chain of a
wild habitat?

What do the following expressions mean and why might they originate in the
wolf environment: leader of the pack; lone wolf; on the outs.

When observing a pack of wolves, how would you know each wolf's position in
the social order of the pack?

Champion:
Dr. Paul Paquet

Champions of the Wild
is a spectacular
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endangered animals
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who have dedicated
their lives to
saving them.
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WORLD WIDE WEB SITES:

Timber Wolf Information and picture gallery
http://www.timberwolfinformation.org/

Lots of information about wolves, including wolf howls
http://www.teleport.com/~wnorton/wolf.shtml

Banff National Park — tourism and wildlife
http://www.rr.ualberta.ca/ ~Imorgant/banfft.html

OTHER NATIONAL FILM BOARD PRODUCTIONS:

Death of A Legend, 49 minutes, order number C0171 553
Cry of the Wild, 88 minutes, order number C0172 015
Wolf Pack, 20 minutes, order number C0174 501

CHAMPIONS OF THE WILD SERIES:

Part 1: SHARKS (C9197 096): From their research station on Bimini Island in
the Bahamas, Tim Calver and his mentor, Dr. Sam Gruber, are committed to changing
the world's negative perception of sharks.

Part 2: GORILLAS (C9197 104): In the dangerous surroundings of Rwanda's
Volcanoes National Park, Dr. Pascale Sicotte risks her life to protect one of the
world's last remaining populations of mountain gorillas.

Part 3: GRIZZLIES (C9197 093): Wayne McCrory has spent the last 25 years
passionately campaigning to protect the grizzly and rare white spirit bears of
the British Columbia rain forest.

Part 4. WOLVES (C9197 103): Dr. Paul Paquet studies the harmful effects of
wolves coming into contact with civilization and has succeeded in reintroducing
wolf packs into the southern Alberta Rockies.

Part 5: HUMPBACKS (C9197 099): Dr. Jim Darling, a leading authority on
humpback whales, follows the migration of these magnificent creatures in order
to protect them in their Pacific environment.

Part 6: PANDAS (C9197 102): A self-proclaimed "pandaholic," Dr. Sue Mainka
helps the Chinese make critical breakthroughs in raising captive pandas.

Part 7: LEMURS (C9197 105): Dr. Lisa Gould's mission is to protect the ring-
tailed lemurs of Madagascar and to make the world aware of these obscure pri-
mates.

Part 8: ORCAS (C9197 100): Radical researcher and visionary Dr. Paul Spong,
having researched killer whales for over three decades, helps us understand
how humans affect orca habitat and behaviour.

Part 9: POLAR BEARS (C9197 095): Biologist and photographer Dr. Dan
Guravich has a love affair with the polar bear. His thousands of photographs
have profoundly influenced our understanding of the world's largest land-
based carnivore.

Part 10: DOLPHINS (C9197 097): Diane Claridge and Ken Balcomb are leaders
in the fight to free the planet's imprisoned dolphins and whales and return them
to the wild.

Part 11: SWIFT FOXES (C9197 094): Clio Smeeton has dedicated her life to com-
pleting her parents' dream of reintroducing the once-extinct swift fox to its
Canadian Prairie home.

Part 12: RIGHT WHALES (C9197 101): By policing the Bay of Fundy and edu-
cating those who use the world's waterways, Deborah Tobin and Dr. Moira
Brown are dedicated to saving the northern right whales, the planet's rarest
marine mammal.

Part 13: ORANGUTANS (C9197 098): Activist researcher Dr. Biruté Galdikas
lives in the gruelling jungles of Borneo and Sumatra, fighting to save the
increasingly threatened orangutan.



